11 October 1831. 




(Ireland.) 

A 

BILL, 

INTITULED, 

AN ACT to regulate the Baking Trade in Ireland. 



N B. The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of Presses in the 
Ingrossment. 



^ <£ Hi € an Act to regulate the Sale of Bread by Weight, 
and to prevent the Frauds and Abuses practised therein, and 



to promote the Consumption of Bread by the Working Classes in 
Ireland, would be very beneficial ; 315(2; it therefore by The 

KING s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, 
1 HAT from and after the expiration of Three calendar Months after 
the passing of this Act, no Person shall bake for Sale, or sell or expose 
to Sale, any Bread in any part of that part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland, save as under the Provisions of this Act. 



Preamble. 



Bakers in 
Ireland sub- 
jected to the 
Provisions 
of this Act. 



BE it therefore Enacted, That all Bread which shall be baked by any The Loaves 
Baker, or sold or exposed to sale by him or her, or by any Huckster or weight and 
any other person, shall be made up in Loaves of the Weight following their 

■ , - , _ ° e tobe marked. 

only, and none other; that is to say, of the Weight of Eight pounds, 

2 or Four pounds, or Two pounds, or One pound each Loaf; and the 
Weight respectively shall be marked thereon by a figure expressing the 
number of pounds as aforesaid ; and every person making Bread for 
sale shall from time to time cause to be fairly imprinted or marked on 
every Loaf of each respective sort of Bread which he or she or they 
shall make or sell, or carry out or expose to or for sale, the name of 
the Baker, and also the roman letters hereinafter mentioned ; that is to 
say, upon every Loaf of Bread which shall be made, sold, carried out 
3 1 ; 8 - A or 
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Justices may 
enter Shops, 
and seize 
Bread not 
duly baked 
or deficient 
in Weight. 



Bakers not to 
be punished 
for deficiency 
of Weight in 
Bread, after a 
certain time 
from the 
baking 
thereof. 



Magistrates 
not to dispose 
of Bread until 
Twenty-four 
hours after the 
Seizure. 



If any Baker 
shall make it 
appear that 
any Offence 
for which he 
shall be con- 
victed was 
occasioned by 
wilful default 



( 2 ) 

or exposed to or for sale as Wheaten or White Bread, a large roman 
“ W”; and upon every Loaf of Bread which shall be made, sold, 
carried out or exposed to sale as Household or Brown Bread, a larve 
Roman “ H.” 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and 
for any Justice of the Peace, chief Officer, or Market Jury, within their 
respective jurisdictions, from time to time and at all seasonable times in 
the day-time to enter into any house, shop, stall, bakehouse, ware- 
house, outhouse or other place of or beloning to any Baker or Seller 
of Bread within their respective jurisdictions, to view, weigh and try 
all or any of the Loaves of Bread exposed to or for sale ; and that if 
any Loaf or Loaves of Bread exposed to or for sale, or which shall he 
carrying or conveying to or for any dealer therein or consumer thereof, J 
shall be found to be wanting in the due Weight, such Justice of the 
Peace or other chief Officer or Market Jury shall and may seize such 
Bread, and after such seizure thereof shall and may, after keeping the 
same for the space of Twenty-four Hours, dispose thereof as he or they 
in his or their discretion shall think Jit. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Baker or other person making 
or who shall make Bread for sale, shall he subject or liable to any 
penalty, forfeiture or punishment for or on account of any Bread which 
shall be found deficient in the Weight as required by this Act, nor shall 
such Bread be subject or liable to be seized by reason of such deficiency 
of Weight, unless the Weight thereof be duly ascertained within 
Twenty-four Hours after such Bread shall have been baked. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any Justice 
of the Peace, who shall seize any Bread in pursuance of any of the 
powers or provisions in this Act contained, to dispose of the same for 
at least Twenty -four Hours after such seizure, in order that the Baker 4 
or person from whom the said Bread shall have been seized may have 
an opportunity to have the same weighed and examined in the pre- 
sence of one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, to the end that 
the person from whom the said Bread has been seized may be enabled 
thereby to prove (if the case should be so) that such Deficiency of 
Weight (if any) was occasioned by or through the wilful act, neglect or 
default of his or her Apprentice, Journeyman or Servant employed by 
him or her. 

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That if any Baker or other person 
making Bread for sale shall at any time make complaint to any Justice 
or Justices within his or their jurisdictions, and make it appear to him 
or them, by lawful evidence, that any Offence which any such Baker or 
other person making Bread for sale shall have been charged with, or for 

which 
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which he or she shall have incurred and paid any Penalty under this of his Servant, 
Act, shall have been occasioned by or through the wilful act, neglect or £JJSf3? 
default of any Apprentice, Journeyman or other Servant employed by or make^Re- 
under such Baker or other person so making complaint, then and in every co,n P ence - 
such case such Justice or Justices may and is or are hereby required to 

5 issue out his or their warrant or warrants, under his or their hand and 
seal or respective hands and seals, for bringing such Apprentice, 
Journeyman or Servant before such Justice or Justices, or any Justice 
of the Peace acting in and for the City, County or place where the 
Offender can be found ; and on such Apprentice, Journeyman or 
Servant being thereupon apprehended and brought before any such 
Justice or Justices, it shall and may be lawful to and for such 
Justice- or Justices within their respective jurisdictions, and he and they 
is and are hereby authorized and required, to examine into the matter of 
such Complaints, and on due proof thereof upon oath, or (if. a Quaker) 
upon affirmation (which Oath or Affirmation such Justice or Justices is 
and are hereby authorized and empowered to administer) to the 
satisfaction of such Justice or Justices of the Peace, by an Order 
under his or their respective hand or hands to adjudge and order 
what reasonable sum of Money, not exceeding Double the value 
of the Bread so seized, shall be paid by such Apprentice, Journey- 
man or Servant to his Master or Mistress, as or by way of recompense 
to him or her for the Loss he she or they shall have sustained by 
reason of the wilful act, neglect or default of such Apprentice, 
Journeyman or Servant; and if any such Apprentice, Journeyman 

6 or Servant shall neglect or refuse, on his conviction, to make imme- 
diate payment of the sum of Money which such Justice or Justices 
shall so order to be paid by him or her by reason of such his or her 
wilful neglect or default, then and in every such case it shall and may 
be lawful to and for such Justice or Justices within their respective 
jurisdictions, and he and they is and are hereby authorized and required 
by warrant under his hand and seal or their hands and seals, to cause 
such Apprentice, Journeyman or Servant to be apprehended and com- 
mitted to the House of Correction, or some other Prison of the City, 

County or place in which such Apprentice, Journeyman or Servant shall 
be apprehended and convicted, to be there kept to hard Labour for any 
time not exceeding Three calendar Months from the time of such com- 
mitment, as to such Justice or Justices shall seem reasonable, unless 
payment shall be made of the Money so ordered to be paid, after such 
commitment, and before the expiration of the said term of Three calen- 
dar Months. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any justices, & e . 
Justice of the Peace, or chief Officer, or Market Jury, within his or BrLd tt 
their respective jurisdictions, in person to seize and take every Loaf of ™Tj* da3 

7 Bread which shall at any time or times be found in the possession of any 

3 1 ®* Baker 
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Unmarked 
Bread to be 
forfeited. 



No Baker to 
use delete- 
rious Ingre- 
dients. 



Bakers con- 
victed of 
using dele- 
terious Ingre- 
dients to be 
subject to 
Fine and Im- 
prisonment. 



Application 
of Penalty. 



Publishing 
Names, fee. 
Offenders. 



Baker, or exposed to sale by any person, the same not being marked as 
hereinbefore directed, or any Justice or Justices of the Peace, by 
warrant under their hands and seals, to order such Bread to be brought 
before them; and if such Justice shall find such Bread not marked 
according to the directions hereinbefore mentioned, then and in every 
such case all such Bread not so marked shall be forfeited, and the same 
shall be given away to and amongst the Poor of the Parish or place in 
which the same shall have been so seized, or in such other manner as 
such Justice or Justices, chief Officer, or Market Jury, shall direct. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Baker or Maker of Bread shall 
use Alum, Bones, Whiting, Chalk, Lime, or any other foreign or 
deleterious ingredient, in compounding or making Bread for sale. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Baker or any other person 
making Bread for sale shall use any Alum, Whiting, Chalk, Bones, 
Lime, or any other foreign or deleterious ingredient, in compounding or 
making any Bread for sale, and shall be convicted of any such Offence 
before the Justices of the Peace assembled at the next General Quarter 8 
Sessions or General Sessions to be holden for the County, City or place 
where such Offence shall have been committed, either by his, her or 
their own confession, or by oath of, or (if a Quaker) by the affirmation 
of, one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, such person so offending 
shall forfeit and pay on any such conviction any sum of Money not 
exceeding Ten Pounds nor less than Five Pounds ; and in default of pay- 
ment of such Sum within Three Days after Notice of such Conviction, it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the Justice or Justices before whom 
such offender or offenders shall be convicted, by a warrant or warrants, 
at any such General Sessions as aforesaid or Adjournment thereof, under 
his hand and seal or their hands and seals, to cause such offender or 
offenders to be apprehended and committed to the House of Correction 
or some Prison of the City, County or place where the offence shall have 
been committed, or where the offender or offenders shall be appre- 
hended, there to remain and be kept to hard Labour for any time not 
exceeding Three calendar Months nor less than One calendar Month 
from the time of such commitment, which such Justice or Justices sh^ll 
think fit and order. 

And be it further Enacted, That all Fines imposed under this Act, 9 
save as herein is specially otherwise directed, shall be given to the Poor 
of the Parish where the Offence shall have been committed. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and 
for the Justice or Justices before whom any such Offender shall be con- 
victed, to cause the name or names of the offender or offenders, and 
the place or places of his, her or their abode, and addition or additions, 

together 
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together with the nature of his, her or their offence or offences, to be 
published in some Newspaper or Newspapers printed or published in 
or near to the place, or to publish the same . on the Church and the 
Chapel door of the Parish where the Offence or Offences shall have been 
committed ; and the Proprietor and Proprietors, Printer and Printers, 
and [every other person and persons concerned therein, are hereby 
authorized to print and publish the same when he, she or they is or are 
required so to do by or by the Order of such Justice or Justices, and he, 
she and they is and are hereby indemnified from any Prosecution or 
Prosecutions for printing and publishing the same or causing the same 
10 to be printed and published in such Newspaper or Newspapers, by or 
from any person or persons whomsoever, any law, statute or usage to 
the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, 
That nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to extend to any 
County, City, Town or District in Ireland, for w hich a particular Statute 
for regulating the Baking Trade or the Assize of Bread has been enacted, 
so long as such Act or Acts shall continue to be in force, unless the 
Chief Magistrate, or other Justice or Justices, chief Officer, or Market 
J ury thereof, shall determine to proceed according to the provisions of 
this Act for any Offence respecting which an Information may or shall 
be laid before them ; and in every such case it shall and may be lawful 
for any such Chief Magistrate or Justice or Justices, chief Officer, or 
Market Jury, to proceed by the provisions of this Act, any law, 
statute or bye-law to the contrary notwithstanding. 



This Act not 
to extend to 
Cities where 
particular 
Acts are in 
force, unless 
as provided 



1 X 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no Miller, Mealman, n° Miller,^ 
Dealer in or Seller of Meal or Flour, Baker or Person making Bread for to act as a 
sale, nor any Person who shall be anywise concerned in the business of hf execution 
vending or selling Meal or Flour, shall be or be deemed or taken to be of this Act ‘ 
capable of acting as a Justice of the Peace under this Act; and if any 
Miller, Mealman, Dealer in or Seller of Meal or Flour, Baker or other 
person making Bread for sale, or any person anywise in the business 
of vending or selling Meal or Flour, shall act as a Justice of the Peace 
in the execution of this Act, then and in every such case he and they so 
offending shall forfeit and pay the sum of Ten Pounds to any person or 
persons who shall inform or sue for the same, to be recovered by Civil 
Bill in the Court of proper Jurisdiction. 



Provided also, and be it Enacted, That if the Chief Magistrate of if Chief 
any City or Town Corporate as aforesaid shall be a Miller, Mealman, ^Ike^the 
Dealer in or Seller of Meal or Flour, Baker or other person making rank 

Bread for sale, or anywise in the business of vending or selling Meal 
or Flour, then and in every such case all and every the powers and 
authorities given by this Act to such Chief Magistrate as aforesaid 
3i8. B shall 
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shall vest in and be exercised by the highest Magistrate in rank or 
seniority in such City or Town Corporate who shall not be liable to such 
objection, and not such Chief Magistrate. 



Witness not 
appearing on 
Summons, 
may be ap- 
prehended 



And be it further Enacted, That if any person who shall be sum- 
moned to appear as a Witness before any Justice or Justices of the 
Peace acting in the execution of this Act within their respective 12 
jurisdictions, shall refuse or neglect to appear (on being thereunto duly 
summoned by Notice signed by such Justice or Justices, and given to or 
left at the last or usual place of abode of such Witness) at the time 
and place by such Summons appointed, and shall not show just cause 
for such neglect or refusal, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
said Justice or Justices, on proof of such Summons having been served, 
to issue his or their Warrant under his hand and seal or their hands or 
seals, to bring such person before him or them ; and if on appearance, 
or on being brought before the said Justice or Justices, such person 
shall refuse to be examined upon oath (or if a Quaker on affirmation) 
concerning the premises, without having some just cause for such refusal, 
it shall and may be lawful to and for such Justice or Justices, by War- 
rant under his hand and seal or their hands and seals, to commit such 
person to the House of Correction of the County, City, Division or 
place where such person shall be apprehended, there to remain -for any 
time not exceeding One calendar Month nor less than One Week, as 
such Justice or Justices shall direct. 



Distress not And be it further Enacted, That where any Distress shall be made 
ful^for wrant for any Sum of Money to be levied by virtue of this Act, the Distress 13 
of Form. itself shall not be deemed unlawful, nor the party or parties making the 
same be deemed a Trespasser or Trespassers, on account of any Defect 
or want of Form in the Warrant of Distress or other proceeding relating 
thereto, nor shall the party or parties distraining be deemed a Trespasser 
or Trespassers ab initio, on account of any irregularity which shall be 
afterwards done by the party or parties so distraining, but the person or 
persons aggrieved by such irregularity shall and may recover full satis- 
faction in an Action upon the Case. 



Proceedings And be it further Enacted, That no Order, Judgment, or other 
quashedfor Proceeding made, touching or concerning the conviction of any Offender 
want of Form, or Offenders against this Act shall be quashed or vacated for want of 
movable by f orm onlv, or be removed or removable by Certiorari, or by any writ 
or process whatsoever, into any of His Majesty’s Courts of Record 
at Dublin , any law or statute to the contrary thereof in anywise 
notwithstanding. 



Convictions 
to be recorded 
at the Quarter 
Sessions. 



And be it further Enacted, That all and every Conviction or Convic- 
tions made for any Offence or Offences against this Act shall be certified 

by 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 1 ) 

by the Justice or Justices of the Peace making the same to the nest 

14 General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the County, City or place 
in which such conviction or convictions shall be made ; and all such 
Convictions shall be there kept upon record by the respective Clerks of 
the Peace for such County, City or place. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Plaintiff or Plaintiffs shall 
recover in any Action to be commenced against any person or persons 
for any thing done in pursuance of this Act, unless Notice in writing 
shall have been given to the Defendant or Defendants One calendar 
Month before such Action shall be commenced, of such intended Action, 
signed by the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, or his or their attorney or attornies, 
specifying the cause of such Action ; nor shall the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs 
recover in any such Action if tender of sufficient Amends hath been made 
to him her or them, or to his her or their attorney, by or on the behalf 
of the Defendant or Defendants, before such Action brought ; and in case 
no such Tender shall have been made, it shall and may be lawful to and 
for the Defendant or Defendants in any such Action, by leave of the 
Court, after such Action shall have been brought, at any time before Issue 
joined, to pay into Court such sum of Money as he she or they shall 

15 think fit, whereupon such Proceedings, Order and Judgment shall be 
made and given in and by such Court as in other Actions where the 
Defendant is allowed to pay money into Court. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no Action or Suit shall 
be commenced against any person or persons for any thing done in pur- 
suance of this Act, after Three calendar Months next after the fact 
committed; and every such Action or Suit shall be brought and tried in 
the County where the cause of Action shall arise, and not elsewhere ; 
and if any such Action or Suit shall be brought before One calendar 
Month’s Notice shall have been given, or after sufficient Satisfaction 
made or tendered as aforesaid, or after the time limited for bringing 
the same as aforesaid, or shall be brought in any other county than as 
aforesaid, then and in every such case the Jury shall find for the 
Defendant or Defendants; and upon such Verdict, or if the Plaintiff 
or Plaintiffs shall be nonsuited, or discontinue his her or their Action 
or Suit after the Defendant or Defendants shall have appeared, or 
if upon demurrer Judgment shall be given against the Plaintiff or 

16 Plaintiffs, then and in every such case the Defendant or Defendants 
shall recover Treble Costs, and have such remedy for recovering the 
same as any Defendant hath for costs of suit in other cases by law. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act, and every matter and thing therein 
contained, shall have effect and be in force from and after the ex- 
piration of Three calendar Months next after the passing thereof, and 
not sooner. 

318. And 



Plaintiff not 
to recover 
without No- 
tice, or after 
Tender of 
Amends. 



Limitation 
of Actions. 



Commence- 
ment of Act; 
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Public Act. 



( 8 ) 



And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall be deemed and taken 
to be a Public Act, and shall be judicially taken notice of as such by all 
Judges, Justices and others, without being specially pleaded. 
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